Moj dragane 

Lika, Croatia
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Lika or land of wolves (Greek. / Lykos – wolf) is mountainous and thinly populated region in Croatia. In the middle Ages it was one of the centers of Croatian kingdom, but later on became center of constant struggles, which reduced a number of inhabitants. Lika is part of the Dinaric dance zone of Croatia. The dance also reflects a strong influence of the Adriatic zone. This dance is a maiden’s walking dance, usually done before Ličko kolo or Lički Tanac.  Dancers usually dance without any music accompaniment or sometimes by "tambura - dangubica".

Željko Jergan did research in the Lika from 1981 until present days.
TRANSLATION:

My sweetheart
PRONUNCIATION:

MOJ drah-GAHN-eh

CD:

  
“A Road Less Traveled” by Skitnice, band # 14

RHYTHM: 

 
6/8 meter counted: 1-2-3 4-5-6






Dancers ct: 
  1       2
FORMATION:
Traditionally the dance begins with an open circle then closes as dance continues. 
HANDS:
Circle – hands joined in V-pos.


Individuals:




      M:  tuck thumbs into belt with elbows slightly fwd. or on hips like W


     W:   back of wrists on hip with elbows slightly fwd.
STYLE:
Heavy, earthy walking steps with a slight swagger/sway of the hips 





during turns.


Swagger/sway:  When putting wt onto a ft the hips move over the wt’d 


                                    while the upper body stays in pos. This movement is subtle and 


                                    should NOT be overdone.
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METER: 6/8                                    PATTERN


INTRODUCTION:  4 meas. No action
Fig. 1
WALK IN RLOD
(Instrumental)

1-2
Facing and moving to L (RLOD) – walk L, R, L fwd (cts 1-2-1); 


step (rock) on R (ct 2).
3-8
Repeat meas. 1-2 (4 times in all)

Fig. 2
(Vocal)


Part A:
1 Facing and moving to L (RLOD) – walk L, R fwd (cts 1-2).
2 Step L fwd in RLOD as L lifts low in front of L – turning to face ctr (ct 1); step R beside L as L lifts low across R – turning to face RLOD (ct 2).
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3-4
Releasing hands – turn L once in place – walking L, R, L, R with 



                    Swagger/sway (cts 1, 2, 1, 2).

5-8 
Rejoin hands – repeat meas 1-4, except do not rejoin hands at the end.

Fig. 3
(Vocal)
1 With hands on hips – repeat Part A, Meas 1. (Walk L R)
2 Step L fwd in RLOD as R lifts low in front of L – turn to face ctr (ct 1); quickly drop on R as L quickly lifts low in the front of R – turn to face RLOD (ct2).
3-4
Repeat Part A, meas 3-4. (Turn in place LRLR)

5-8
Repeat meas 1-4.

SEQUENCE: 
Instrumental – Fig 1




Vocal – Fig II




Vocal – Fig III

***Repeat dance once more from beg.
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My dearest, my blossom, how can you leave without me?
Me without you so, so,
You without me no how!
Hey you beautiful girl, would you rather be a man?

Would you rather be a man so you can kiss beautiful girls?
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